Panel Probes Conspiracy Theory Involving Ray's Brothers 


Scripps-Howard n.ws s.rvic. the Memphis office jurisdiction following the assassina- before the committee, strongly defended the Bureau’s 

WASHINGTON — House investigators are cautiously b r ut J sai “ he believed the two were interviewed by investigation of the King killing. He said vesterdav the 
constructing a scenario in which James Earl Ray con- °™ er federal agents, although “they proved to be less agency looked into the possibility the killer was a “sleeD- : 

spired with one or both of his brothers, John and Jerry than amenable to talking about their brother James er” or foreign agent working for the Soviet Union or one 

Ray, to assassinate Martin Luther King Jr. EarL , of its satellite countries. The FBI, he testified investigat- 

Yesterday, the House Assassinations Committee began lawyer did not take that possibility any further but it is ed the possibility that whoever shot King was involved 

probing the possibility that Ray consulted with one of his : ex P ected that whichever brother does testify, he will be with such far-right organizations as the KKK 

brothers concerning the purchase of the rifle used to kill : questioned extensively on the family’s involvement with “There was no information available to us from our : 
the civil rights leader. James Earl Ray before and after the assassination of King, investigation showing that Ray was with anybody else ” 

Committee investigators had previously built a strong Jensen, like many other agents who have appeared concluded Jensen. 


the civil rights leader. 

Committee investigators had previously built a strong _ 
case holding that Ray, aided by one or both brothers, I c 
robbed the Bank of Alton, 111., the proceeds of which: { 
financed Ray’s travels before and after the assassinat||||'| 

“Obviously the committee is interested in this (po|f$§r 
bility) and will pursue it,” said Dawne Miller, a comm-itlffl 1 ' 
spokesperson. She acknowledged the committee is 
ning to call one of the Ray brothers to testify bufisffiffil 
would not reveal which one. ' 

The involvement of one of Ray’s brothers in a possittfs* 
conspiracy was brought out during yesterday's question®; 
ing of Robert Jensen, the special agent in chai gc of 
Memphis FBI office during the King shooting /'M' 
The committee was questioning the letin-d agent’sll ■ 
knowledge concerning the FBI investigation followijigq ? 
the assassiation, and U.S. Rep, Harold Sawyer, R-Micli- ' i 
said he was troubled over why Ray exchanged the Tifld;' ' ■ 
Ray had purchased a light weight, high-velocity rifle -; l 
from the Aeromarine Sporting Goods Store in Birming- 1 
ham prior to the assassination. He later exchanged it-fbr 8‘ J - 
30-06, a high-powered hunting rifle. Ray has continually " 
testified that he exchanged it on the advice of the mysteri- ■ 

ous “Raoul,” who Ray maintains masterminded the assas- ' 
sination. -!> •, £ 

“According to the owner of the sporting goods store, \ Z 
related Sawyer, “the man who purchased the rifle (arid ’ ' r 
later identified as Ray) told him he was exchanging it on Z 
the advice of his brother.” * “ 

Sawyer asked Jensen if the FBI had delved into tl&l ^ 
possibility. ,11 : 

Jensen said that Ray’s brothers were living outside of Si 
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